DAUNTS ROCK (CORK HARBOUR). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 10 July 187+;— -for. 



COPY “ of further Correspondence in reference to the Removal or Lighting 
of Daunt’ s Rock, the Alteration or Improvement of Roche’s Point Light, 
and the better Marking of the Approaches to Cork Harbour (in continua- 
tion of Parliamentary Paper, No. 111 . of the present Session).” 



Board of Trade,! T. H. FARRER. 

13 July 1874. J 



(Mr. Murphy .) 



Ordered, l) The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

14 July 1874- 
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COPY of further Corresiondence in reference to the Removal or 
Lighting of D aunt’s Rock, the Alteration or Improvement of Roche’s 
Point Light, and the better Marking of the Approaches to Cork 
Harbour (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. Ill, of the present 
Session) . 



— No. 1. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(H. 72.) 



Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
S ,r » _ Dublin, 3 January 1874. 

I . am directed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the . 29th ultimo, in reference to the previous corre- 
spondence which has taken ‘place respecting the proposed improvements for 
marking the approaches to Cork Harbour, and enclosing a letter addressed to 
the Board of Trade from the Cork Harhour Commissioners in connection with 
this subject. 

It does not appear to the Commissioners that the elaborate statement in this 
letter calls for any lengthened remarks from them ; it may he sufficient to state, 
that when the application was made in 1865 by the Cork Harbour Commis- 
sioners for an extension of the period of visibility of the light at Roche’s Point, 
this Board, recognising the desirableness of increasing the period as far as prac- 
ticable, promptly carried it into effect, enlarging such period from six to 10 
seconds per minute. This change was communicated to the Cork Harhour Com- 
missioners, and the printed public “ Notice to Mariners ” was forwarded to them. 
The Commissioners of Irish Lights had reason to suppose that such change, 
which has now existed for several years, was satisfactory to those interested in 
the navigation of that part of the coast, as until quite recently no complaint has 
been made. 

With regard to the suggestion of largely increasing the periods of visibility, 
and diminishing the times of darkness per minute of this light, the Commis- 
sioners fully concur in its expediency ; yet it is obvious that the change recom- 
mended is a mechanical impossibility in a revolving catoptric light, but as it is 
now arranged that it is to be changed to a dioptric light, there will be no diffi- 
culty in making the intermittent periods of light and darkness, such as to be 
perfectly efficient, and yet unmistakeably distinguishable from any other, but 
the Commissioners are not now prepared to suggest what its specific character 
ought to be until the character of other lights in its locality are decided on. 

In reference to the request in your letter of the 15th ultimo, for an 
explanation of the apparent discrepancy Between the statement of the Cork 
Steamship Company and the return of tbe Collector of Customs of that Port, 
forwarded to you on the 13th January last, it appears on investigation that such 
return only included the local trade of Queenstown, and omitted that of the 
Port of Cork, and I have now to enclose a return just received from that officer 
showing (separately) the amount of tonnage of steam and sailing vessels calling 
at or off that port for orders, or for receiving or delivering of mails or passengers 
during the year 1872; and also (separately) of the tonnage of steam and sailing 
vessels for the same year which have entered that port for local trade. From this 
return it appears that vessels have called at that port under the former character 
of the aggregate 1,965,393, and that the local steam and sailing trade have 
amounted to 770,889 tons, making a gross total of 2,736,282 tons. 

As regards the desire expressed in your letter of the 15th ultimo, and re- 
peated in yours of the 29th of December, that the Commissoners should 
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indicate tlieir views as to the additional toll proposed to be levied on vessels 
using Cork Harbour, so as in some measure to cover the increased annual 
expenditure consequent on the projected improvements, I am directed to 
state, that assuming the Board of Trade have already decided it is expedient 
some charge should be made, the Commissioners are of the judgment that see- 
ing the large expenditure to be incurred, and the great advantages to be derived 
from these improvements by all vessels calling at or off Cork Harbour, the pro- 
posed toll of %d. per ton (less the usual discount) is just and reasonable ; and 
as respects the local trade, which, it must be freely admitted, is chiefly from the 
eastward, and consequently such improvements cannot be of equal (though by 
no means of insignificant) value, the Commissioners suggest whether a charge 
on all coasters entering the harbour for local trade of £ d. per ton (with the 
usual discount) might not fairly meet the equity of the case. 

The Commissioners are altogether unprepared to admit the validity of the 
claim of the Cork Harbour Commissioners for an entire exemption from anv 
additional dues being imposed on the local trade of that port, on the ground that 
the proposed improvements are of no value to that trade, for although, as above 
stated, a greater advantage may be derived by ships passing to or from the west- 
ward, yet it is obvious iu many cases great benefit will be had by all other ships 
seeking to enter the port. This appears to have been the conviction of the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners long since, as for instance, amongst other evidence, in 
their memorial to the Board of Trade in the year 1863, under date the 9th of 
September, when representing the necessity for a light-ship being placed to 
mark the Daunt Rock, as being specially valuable to the American steam trade, 
yet they state that this rock c ' ; is in the way of every ship making the harbour,” 
and they expressly include “ the finest steam fleet which belongs to the port,” as 
deriving advantage from the rock being so marked. 

The Commissioners consider the objections to the alleged unequal incidence 
of taxation on local and trans- Atlantic trade to be untenable, and will not bear 
examination. It is manifest that it comes precisely to the same thing, whether 
one ship pays a given tax for each of the one hundred voyages she makes, or for 
one hundred different ships to pay the same tax once each. In both cases a 
single and separate voyage is made, and light dues are paid for it, and it is 
altogether unimportant what may be the name of the ship which pays such 
dues. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) IV. Lees, 

The Assistant Secretary, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure in No. 1 . 
Pout op Cork. 



Return of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels calling at or off the Port of Cork for 
Orders, or for receiving or landing Mails, Passengers, &c., during the Year ended 
31st December 1872. 



Sailing Vessels. 


Steamers. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


N" umber. 


Tonnage. 


1,437 


600,622 


731 


1,374,871 
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Vessels entering Port for Local Trade. 



Sailing Vessels. 


Steamers. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


Number. 


Tonnage. 


2,938 


371,895 


8.09 


398,994 



Customs, Cork, December 1873. 

Transmitted. 

(signed) J. W. Stewart, Collector. 

The Commissioners of Irish Lights, Dublin. 



— No. 2. — 

Board of Trade to the Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 6016.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

gj r 7 January 1874. 

Referring to your letter of the 20th ultimo, and to the statement therein con- 
tained, that the Commissioners of Irish Lights are prepared to place a light- 
vessel off Daunt’s Rock at once, I am directed by the Board of Trade, on the 
assumption that this light-vessel is the spare vessel now proposed by the Com- 
missioners, to inquire how the Commissioners propose to provide for the con- 
tinuance of a light at Daunt’s Rock in the event of the spare light vessel having 
to be withdrawn to replace, in case of accident, any of the present liglit-vessels 

at existing stations. _ . 

I am, occ. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights, Dublin. 



— No. 3.— 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

^ H- 1 89 ') Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 

g ir Dublin, 8 January 1874. 

With’ reference to your letter of the 7th instant, and martel" Presang, 
on subject of providing for the continuance of a light at Daunt s Rock, 
I am to forward herewith copy of a Report from the Inspector of Lights, 
which it is hoped will aff ord the information required. ^ 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure in No. 3. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 

8 January 1874. 

W?th’ reference to the Board of 

proposed provision for the continuance ofa^ J Q j n name d, I have to report that (lie 

light-vessel having 10 be withdrawn or the teas h (( Q „ „ hioh veBse l Us recently 
vessel I propose to place on the Daunt s ttocK i- i 

had a thorough overhaul and repair. Th e 
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The “ Petrel,” now in Kingstown Harbour as a spare light ship, is fitted Tor an„ fa 
stations, and ready lor sea at a moment’s notice. By placing the “ Grannet” t ™ °i! the 
Daunt’s Rock, it will leave us with one spare vessel instead of two until the^e™^ - 6 
built, the specification for which has just been completed, mid is now under exanV 18 
preparatory to submitting a detailed estimate of the cost, in accordance with tho tsi ‘ j?’ 
order of the 21st of November last, aucl which will be ready in a few days hence. ±5 ° ards 

I am, &c. 

m, c . (signed) E. II, Hawes, 

Commissioners o? huh Lights. Inspector of Light,, 



— No. 



4. — 



Board of Trade to the Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 547-) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
k ir » Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 20 January 1874, 

Referring to previous correspondence on the subject of marking the ap- 
proaches to Cork Harbour, and especially to your letters of the 20th December 
last and the 8th instant, relative to the temporary light vessel which the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Lights say they are prepared to place at once at Daunt’s Rock, I am 
directed by the Board of Trade to state that they concur in the proposal of the 
Commissioners to place this light vessel without delay, and would be glad to 
receive early intimation of the day on which it is intended to place this vessel, in 
order that the necessary Order in Council authorising the levying of light duties 
may be prepared. ° 

Referring to your letter of the 20th ultimo, in which you state that pending 
the result of experiments by the Corporation of Trinity House on the comparative 
merits of different fog signals, the Commissioners consider it desirable to defer the 
establishment of those for Poer Head and Daunt’s Rock Light Vessel, I am to state 
that if the Commissioners are not prepared to place these fog signals at once, it 
would appear desirable that a temporary fog signal should be placed on board 
lie light vessel ; I am accordingly to suggest, for the consideration of the Com- 
missioned, the desirability of placing, until the contemplated fog signal is placed 
on board, a fog gun on the temporary light vessel at the rook, and to request that 
it the Commissioners concur in this suggestion, application may he made by 
hem for the statutory sanction of the Corporation of Trinity House to the 
proposal. J 



The Secretary, 

Commissioner of Irish Lights 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 5. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 825.) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland ’Street, Dublin, 

, . 31 January 1874. 

With reference to previous correspondence on subject of the better marking 
the approaches to Cork Harbour, and in connection with proposed improvement 
o j n f S i? mt Llgl ! t ’ 1 have now to forward tenders (two) for supply of a 
n Order Dioptric Apparatus, and to state the Commissioners would recom- 
mend the acceptance of the tender of Messrs. Wilkins to supply same in the sum 
of seven hundred and forty-two pounds. Report from engineer herewith. 

I am, &c. 

(signed ) W. Lees. 



The Assistant Secretary, 

&c. &c. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 
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— No. 6. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 825.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 

ir ’ 5 February 1874. 

With reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo, forwarding, with other 
enclosures two tenders which have been received for the new dioptric anna 
rates for Roches Point Lighthouse, I are directed by the Board of Trade to 
request hat you wal call the attention of the Commissioners of Irish Lights 
to the heading of the plans, and to that portion of the specification which 
describes the proposed apparatus as of the 2nd Order Dioptric fixed. 

I am to point out that in the scheme of improvements in the marking of the 
approaches to Cork Harbour, agreed upon between the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights and the 1 nmt.y House, the final assent to which of this Board was intimated 
to the Commissioners in my letter of the 14th November last, the arrange- 
ment approved in respect of Roche’s Point was that the light should remain as 
at present, red revolving, but that the apparatus should be changed from 
catoptric to dioptric of the second order. 

The Board, with their present information, are unable to understand what 
reasons the Commissioners may have for recommending the acceptance of a 
tender for fixed apparatus. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners ox Irish Lights. 



— No. 7. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 967.) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
fc’h'j Dublin, 6 February 1874, 

In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, requesting information regarding 
the apparent alteration in the views of the Commissioners of Irish Lights in 
reference to the improvements in the light at Roche’s Point, I am to state the 
Board of Trade appear to have misapprehended these views, which are, that the 
existing light should be converted from red revolving to an intermittent red, as 
it would be a mechanical impossibility to increase the period of visibility of a 
revolving light as sought for by the Cork Harbour Commissioners, and which is 
so obviously desirably, and therefore this object must be attained through the 
medium of an intermittent lamp in the fucus of a fixed lenticular dioptric 
apparatus. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



- No. 8. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(H. 976.) 



Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, 7 February 1874. 

In reference to previous correspondence in connection with the better marking 
Of the approaches to Cork Harbour, I am instructed by the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights to forward herewith four tenders for the supply of a fog hell, 
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weighing* not less than 50 cwfc., for the Roche’s Point Lighthouse Station 
together with a report by the engineer on the several tenders, and to state the 
Commissioners would recommend to the Board of Trade for acceptance that of 
Messrs. Thomas Sheridan & Co., of this city, amounting to 385/. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



- No. 9. — 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 967 .) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

Sir, 11 February 1874. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 6 th instant, explaining, in reply to my letter of the 5th instant, 
that in recommending a fixed light apparatus for Roche’s Point, instead of a 
revolving light, it was the intention of the Commissioners of Irish Lights to pro- 
vide for the proposed increase of the period of visibility by a change of the 
characteristic to red intermittent. 

In reply, I am to point out that the scheme of lighting the approaches to 
Cork Harbour was assented to by the Trinity House and the Board of Trade 
after careful consideration ; that part of that scheme was, as observed in my 
last letter, that Roche’s Point Light should remain as at present, red revolving, 
and that it will he necessary that the change of characteristic now proposed by 
the Commissioners should be submitted in the ordinary statutory course to the 
Corporation, and should receive their approval and that of the Board of 
Trade before this Department can enter upon the consideration of the 
tenders. 

I am, & c. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor . 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 10. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 1050 .) 

Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir, 11 February 1874. 

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of 'the Board of Trade, 
the accompanying letter which has been received from the Commissioners of 
Irish Lights, requesting, for the reasons given, the statutory sanction of this 
Corporation to the placing of a gun, as a temporary measure, on board the light 
vessel about to be placed to mark the Daunt’s Rock, together with a copy of 
the reply of the Elder Brethren thereto, from which it will be seen that this 
Board have accorded their statutory sanction to this proposal. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 10. 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street. 
Sir, Dublin, 30 January 1874. 

It ^ eing decided, pending the result of fog signal experiments carrying on at Suutl 
Foreland, to postpone placing a fog trumpet or fog born, at Poer Head and on board hg* lt 
ship about to be placed on the 1st May next at the Daunt’s Rock, but that a gun, as a 

temporary 
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temporary measure, be placed on board the light vessel, I am to request the statutory 
sanction of the Elder Brethren to the placing of the scun in the vessel as a fog signal. 

An early reply will much oblige, as notices to mariners will be held over until sanction 
has been received. 

I am, 8cc. 

Robin Allen, Esq., Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Trinity House, London, E.C. 



Enclosure 2 , in No. 10 . 

Sir, Trinity House, London, 11 February 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 30th ultimo, stating that 
it has been decided (pending the result of the experiments with fog signals at the South 
Foreland) to postpone placing a fog trumpet or horn at Poer Head and on board the light 
ship about to be placed to mark Daunt’s Rock, and thereupon requesting statutory sanc- 
tion to a gun being placed on board the said light ship as a temporary measure; in reply 
I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Irish Lights, that the 
Elder Brethren approve, and hereby notify their statutory sanction to this proposal. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin. 



— No. 11. 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



<H. 976.) 



Board of Trade, Harbour- Department, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

Sir, 14 February 1874. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 7th instant, transmitting four tenders for the supply of a fog bell 
for Roche’s Point ; and, in reply, I am to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Commissioners of Irish Lights, that the Board of Trade sanction, as recom- 
-mended in. your letter, the acceptance of the tender of Messrs. T. Sheridan & Co. 
to supply this bell at Is. 4 $d. per pound. 

I am, however, to observe that in the offer of this firm they agree (as required 
by the specification) to cast and turn the bell to any note which it may be 
deemed necessary to tune it to, and to call attention to the remarks of the other 
tenderers pointing out the impossibility of doing this in a bell of the dimensions 



specified. 

The four tenders, the letters 
are herewith returned. 



of the tenderers, and the report of Mr. Sloane, 



I am, &c. 

The Secretary, < (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights, Dublin. 



— No. 12. — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 1050 .) Boar( j of T ra de j Harbour Department, 

Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

gj r 14 February 1874. 

With reference to your letter of the 11 th instant, and its enclosure relative to 
a proposal to place a fog signal gun as a temporary measure on board the IJaunts 
Rock light vessel which has been agreed upon between the Corporation of 
Trinity House and the Commissioners of Irish Lights, I am directed by the 
287 . B Board 
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Board of Trade to convey to you, for the information of the Corporation th 
statutory sanction of the Board of Trade to the placing of the gun in q ^ 
tion. 5 ^ ues ' 

The original letter of the Commissioners is returned as requested. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 13. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 1050 .) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., ’ 

D Bir, 14 February 1874. 

Referring to the correspondence which has taken place between the 
Corporation of Trinity House and the Commissioners of Irish Lights relative to 
the placing of a fog signal gun, as a temporary measure, on board the Daunt’s 
Rock light vessel, I am directed by the Board of Trade to state, for the informa- 
tion of the Commissioners, that they have this day conveyed to the Corporation 
their statutory sanction to the placing of the gun in question, and to request that 
an estimate of the cost may be submitted to the Board in the usual course. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



-- No. 14. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

■ (H. 1925 ) 

Trinity House, London, E.C., 

. blr ’ 20 March 1874. 

• Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of marking the entrance 
to Cork Harbour, I am directed to transmit, for the information of the Board of 
fKh t*' accompanying letter which has been received from the Commissioners 
°+ ui, > n •’ proposing that in carrying out the contemplated improvements 
at Roches 1 oint Lighthouse, the character of the light should be changed to 
intermittent, with alternations of 15 seconds of light' and five seconds of dark- 
ness ; the Commissioners also request further consideration as to its colour, &c. 
±rom the reply of the Elder Brethren (copy of which is inclosed), the Board of 
irade will perceive that statutory sanction has been given to the proposed 
change m character, but that as regards the colour they continue of opinion that 
the light should be red as at present. 

I am, &c, 

tj . Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1 , in No. 14. 

g: Irish Lights Office, Wes tm o rel an d-s tree t, 

Tm ’in • ,, .. . Dublin, 28 February 1874. 

for i 1 ip r 16 re » co , ei! { llin °f the Elder Brethren that arrangements are being made 
0f i the 1, S ht at R °che’s Joints on this subject a good deal of cor- 
Board r>f T* ^ ta k en pl»< e recently between the Cork Harbour Commissioners and the 
fn ds ° . W \ lh th » Board. The object sought for bv the Cork authorises 
the '■ mfcSn* of ) 5 he P enod . of visibility of this light. Several years since they brought 

v j„jU|- i . 0,6 , Commissioners of Irish Lights ; at that time this revolving light was 

sionprs wial.fivi f£® ont ‘ 9 ’ antl obscured for 54 seconds per minute. The Harbour Commis- 
a revolving oct ” s . ar f. a "S ement to be reversed; but as this change was impracticable with 
g a optric light, the Commissioners, being desirous to meet their views as best 

they 
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they could, on the recommendation of the late Captain Roberto, altered the arrangement 
>° f t0 'cceeaee the. time of vie, bit, from sir to ten seconds, and reduce the periods 
darkness from 54 to 50 seconds per monte. The light is now to he improved to a second 
order dioptric, showing red as heretofore; and hence the question now arises, what onX 
to be lls distinctive character ; that sonie change is desirable from that now existing appears 
manifest. On this subject Captain Roberts reported, in January 1865 as follows • 

,In reference to the complaint, signed by masters of steamers sailing out of the port of 
Cork, I think them well deserving the attention of the Board, for the « Harbour’ Rock 
inside of Roche’s Point, obliges vessels running in for the harbour to hu^ the point closer 
than would be otherwise necessary in order to avoid it, and with a following sea a vessel is 
very likely to yaw considerably, and this might happen when close to the° point and the 
light at i he same time in the revolution eclipsed, when the helmsman, losing si°ht ofit, would 
have nothing to guide him in checking her yawing except the compass, which m&ht not 
act sufficiently quick at this critical moment when close to the danger.” 

The Commissioners fully concur with these views, and have had under their consideration 
what is the best change to make. They doubt the desirability of adopting that requested 
by the Cork Harbour Commissioners, namely, 50 seconds light and 10 seconds dark per 
minute, and would prefer one having more rapid period of intermission. 

The Commissioners, therefore, suggest that the improved light should be intermittent with 
alterations of 16 seconds bright and five dark. This would be a light of a very distinctive 
character, and impossible to be mistaken for any other on the coast. If these views met 
the concurrence of the Elder Bethren, 1 have to request you to move them to accord iheir 
statutory sanction to ihe change as proposed. 

I am to add, that the Commissioners do not altogether approve of having two red lights 
in such close proximity, though different in character. They prefer having the light on 
Roche’s Point, white intermittent, but they nevertheless are willing to defer to the judgment 
of the Elder Brethren. 

I am, &c. 

Robin Allen, Esq., Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, 

Trinity House, London. Secretary. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 14. 

Trinity House, Loudon, 

Sir, 20 March 1874. 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 28ih ultimo, referring to 
previous correspondence on the subject of the character of Roche’s Point Light, and stating 
that your Commissioners propose, in carrying out the contemplated improvements thereat, 
that the light should be changed to intermittent with alternations of 15 seconds of light, and 
five of darkness ; and in reply, I am to acquaint yon that the Elder Brethren approve, and 
hereby notify their statutory sanction to, the proposed change, but as the character is 
exceptional, they will be glad if you will cause them to be informed of the method by which 
it is intended to be attained. 

I am to add, with reference to the latter paragraph of your letter, relative to the colour of 
the light, that the Elder Brethren having given further consideration to the subject, 
continue o.f opinion that the balance of advantage is on the side of its remaining red as at 
present. 

I am, &.c. 

The Secretary, (signed) BoUr, Alien. 

Irish Lights Office, Dublin. 



— No. 15. — 



Mr. Murphy, m.p., to Board of Trade. 



(H. 1987 .) 

Cork Harbour Approaches- 



Proposed Toll on Shipping, &c., &c. 



gj r London, 23 March 1874. 

I AM desirous of referring to the communication on the above subject trans- 
mitted to the Board of Trade by the Cork Harbour Commissioners under date 
19th December last. I do so, as I am cognisant of the natural anxiety felt in 
its regard, by all my constituents who are interested in the trade and snipping or 
the port. I feel assured that the matter is under inquiry and consideration 
and that a reply will be given by the Board as soon as they are m possession of 
the necessary materials for that purpose. , ... ,. , 

But perhaps in the meantime I may be perm, tied to direct their particular 
v B2 attention 
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attention to one portion of the subject, and that is, the proposed toll of per 
ton for the maintenance of the intended lights and fog signals. ’ 

In passing, may I venture to express a hope that the authorities have given a 
favourable consideration to the question of an alteration in Roche’s Light in the 
direction indicated by the Master Mariners, the Mercantile Marine of Cork and 
all others frequenting the port, namely, making the period of illumination longer 
and that of eclipse shorter. 1 can only say, if such a result be arrived at, it will 
give great and deserved satisfaction to all parties interested. 

And now with respect to the proposed toll of ^ d. per ton. 

I perfectly concur with the reasons given by the Cork Harbour Commissioners 
against the imposition of this tax on the local trade and shipping of the port 
and I trust, on consideration, the Board will accept those reasons as conclusive 
on the subject. 

But assuming the contrary to be the case (and I hope it may only be an 
assumption), and that some toll or tax on the local trade will be decreed I 
shall now point out why, in my opinion, the principle suggested by the Cork 
Harbour Commissioners, namely, that on which the payment of light dues is 
regulated as between coasters and oversea vessels, ought to be the one adonted- 
and I shall also endeavour to illustrate by figures what the extent of the toll on 
this principle should be, having regard to the annual tonnage entering within 
the limits of or using the port, and the annual amount required for the cost and 
maintenance of the proposed works, which I understand to be about 2,300 1 per 
annum. ’ 

No reason tbal I can discover can be shown, why the coasting trade of Cork 
should in this instance be subjected to a light due, on a principle other than that 
applicable to the coasting trade in every other similar port, or why the oversea 
trade should on the other hand be exempted from paying what is customary, or 
at all events from paying for this particular light its proper proportion, in the 
same manner as the coasting trade may be made to pay. On the contrary, the 
reasons are all the other way. But I do not find it necessary to argue the point 
at all, because I have only to refer you to the calculations already made in the 
year 1803-4 upon thievery subject, and which will be found amongst the papers 
at the Board of Trade. b 1 v 

At that time this identical question of lighting Haunt’s Ilock was under con- 
si delation. Hie then estimated annual cost, including intorest at rate of 41. per 
cent, on the capital expenditure, was 1,300 L, and the authorities then as now, 
required that a tonnage due should be imposed on all vessels entering or using 
the Cork waters, sufficient to produce that revenue. I have now before me the 
calculation then made of the tonnage due required for that purpose, ll will be 
found in the Parliamentary Paper, No. 245, being a Return presented to the 
House of Commons by the Board of Trade, under date 26th April 1864 . 

From that Return it appears that the average of the coasting trade then 
annually entering Cork Harbour (taken for the year 1862-3) was 334,041 tons, 
and the average of the oversea trade, including vessels calling for orders in the 
same period, was 582,790. lo arrive at a tonnage due necessary to produce the 
required 1,300?. per annum, on this Return, was the object of the calculation, 
and it was thus brought out. 



The accustomed rate on coasters of 1/16 d. per ton on 334,041, 
less the usual deduction of 60 per cent., would produce 

The like accustomed rate of 3/16 d. per ton on the 582,790 
oversea, less the 60 per cent., would be - 



£. s. d. 
34 15 11 

182 2 5 



Making together 



£. I 216 18 4 



Payable inwards, or say, in and out - - - _ £.433 16 8 



For the purpose, therefore, of producing the required 1,300/. per annum, the 
duties necessary to be levied should be three times the foregoing, and it was 
accordingly proposed that the rates on coasters should be 3/16 d. per ton, and on 
oversea 9l\6d. per ton, which would bring out (less the 60 per cent.) 1,301 1. 105. 
per annum for inwards and outwards. 

Now those figures speak for themselves, and carry out precisely the mode 
suggested by the Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

1 shall 
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I shall now apply the same mode of calculation to the existing state of 
things. 



From a Return before me, which I assume to be correct, I 
find the average annual tonnage of coasters entering Cork Har- 
bour, taken for the year 1872-3, to be 497,095 tons, which, for Tons. 
simplifying calculation, I shall call _ 500,000 

And the annual average for same period of oversea was, Cork - 1 63,500 

For orders, passengers, and mails 2,367,616 



Making together - - - 2,531,116 



I shall, for like simplicity of calculation, take the number of oversea tons at 
2,500,000. On those totals the following would be the working out : — 

£. s. d. I £. s. d. 

Coasters, 500,000 tons at 1/16 d. - 122 3 4 

I jess 60 per cent. - - 77 9 8 

51 13 8 

Oversea, 2,500,000 at 3/16 per ton 1,940 - - 

Less 60 per cent. - - 1,167 5 - 





773 15 - 


Total payable Inwards - - - 


825 18 8 


Ditto Outwards - - - 


825 18 8 


Making a Total Yearly Amount - - - £. 


1,651 17 4 



To produce the amount required for the proposed expenditure of 2,300 l 
a-year, the above rates should be increased by something less than one half, or, 
if we say one full half, then the rates would be l£/16ths or 3/32nds per ton for 
coasters, or 4£/l 6ths or 9/32nds per ton for oversea, being precisely one half the 
rate per ton calculated in 1864, and it would come out thus : 



£. s. d. 1 £. s. d. 

Coasters, 500,000 tons at 3/32 d. - 193 15 - 



Less 60 per cent, off - 116 4 6 


77-6 
1,159 2 6 


Oversea, 2,500,000 tons at 9/32^. - 2,910 - - 
Less 60 per cent, off - 1,750 17 6 


Total payable Inwards - - - 

Ditto Outwards - - - 

Total Yearly - - - £. 


1,236 3 - 
1,236 3 - 


1 2,472 6 - 



Or, if one double rate was merely to be paid on entering, say 3/16ths per ton on 
coasters, and 9/16ths on oversea, it would produce the same result, and lead to 

™It 0 ™errfore C atpeario me, that if light dues for the proposed expense of the 
intended works are to be imposed, the Order of the Queen m Conned should be 
framed so as to apportion the amount between coasters and oversea v essels 
according to the principle above applied, or m some shape equivalent thereto. 

I liowVaVflie attention of the Board of Trade to the points which I have 
x i i f An th° general question o the source whence 

ventured to place before them. On in. geneim , 

the means for the proposed amount of expend. tore is o come I would only say 
that if it is not to be considered as an Imperial one (which I tank it ™ghU° 
be), then it is but just that the particular oversea shlppmg presto, ™ 
almost exclusive benefit the outlay is intended should • ‘.3 some 

of contribution; but if the shipping and coastmg trade of CoA »ust *«»me 
part, it should only be on the principle which has been heretofore laid down 

and acted on. p am> &c . 

C. Cecil Trevor, Esq., N. O. Murphy. 

Assistant Secretary, Harbour JDepartmen , 

Board of Trade. 



287. 
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— No. 16 . — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 1925.) 

.. . Board of Trade, Harbour Department 

Whitehall Gardens 27 Marr>K 1017a 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receint nfv 
letter of the 20th instant transimttiug tlie correspondence which has nas S' 
between the Corporation ol Trinity House and the Commissioners of^S 
Lights relating to a proposal of tho latter that in carrying out the con em 
plated improvements at Roches Point Lighthouse the character 0 f Z 
light should be changed to intermittent with alternations of 15 seconds of lick 
and 5 seconds of darkness, an. that the question of colour should be vecoa 
sidcred, and stating that the Elder Brethren had accorded their statutory saw 
tion to I he proposed change in character, but continued to be of opinion that the 
light should be red, as at present. 1 1 cne 

The Board of Trade observe that the object for which it is proposed to alter 
the character of the light is, as set forth in the report of Captain Roberts in 
1865 , to enable vessels entering or passing Roche's Point at nWit to have the 
hght in view, so as to ensure their taking the proper course between the Point 
and Harbour Rock. v 

The intermittent light proposed would certainly he more constantly visible 
than a revolving one but from the very fact of the short intermissions it would 
not accomplish all that is desired. 

1 am therefore to suggest, for the consideration of the Corporation of Trinity 
House, whether the purpose desired might not be obtained more advantageously 
by presenting a constant fixed white light from the upper prisms or cupola “which 
as a very powerful light is not required to he seen when passing or ’nearinv 
Roche’s Point, would probably be sufficiently strong for the purpose, and would 
leave the other portion of the apparatus to produce the red revolving light as 
originally designed. ° ° ’ 

By this means the obtaining of a fixed at the sacrifice of a revolving light, 
which the Board of Trade are advised is disadvantageous, inasmuch as it would 
neutralize the gain obtained by the intended substitution of a dioptric for a 
catoptric apparatus, might be avoided. 1 



The Secretary, Trinity House. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 17 . — 

Board of Trade to Cork Harbour Commissioners. 

(H. 1925.) 

Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

27 March 1874 . 

With reference to the recent correspondence on the subject of the better 
marking of the approaches to Cork Harbour, and specially to tho various sug- 
gestions which have been made as regards the character of the light at Roche’s 
Pomt, I am directed by the Board of Trade to suggest, for the’ consideration of 
the Cork Harbour Commissioners, the advisability of some attempt being made 
by the Harbour Commission to remove the dangerous pinnacle of Harbour 
Rock, the proximity of which to Roche’s Point has been a chief element in the 
discussion as to the best means of lighting the Point, so as to enable vessels 
passing or entering it to steer clear of the rock. 

I am at the same time to call the attention of the Harbour Commissioners to 
the advantage resulting- from the use of dynamite in the removal of sunken 
rocks, which, as they are probably aware, lias been successfully applied by the 
local authority when removing thellalpin Rock in Carlingford Lough. 

The Secretary, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 
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- No. 18.— 



Cork Harbour Commissioners to Board of Trade. 



(H. 2502 .) 



Sir, 



Cork, 14 April 1874. 



With reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo, recommending the 
removal of Harbour Rock near Roche’s Point, I am to acquaint von, for the 
information of the Board of Trade, that this Board have instructed their entrmeer 
to report upon the advisability of its removal, and the probable expense. 

The weather being at present unfavourable for a survey, some time must 
elapse before the engineer will be enabled to submit bis report. When brought 
forward I shall again communicate with you on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William. Dcnegan, Secretary. 

C. Cecil Trevor, Esq., Assistant Secretary, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade, London. 



— No. 



19.— 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 



(H- 3033.) 



Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir, 6 May 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 27th March 
last, suggesting, in relation to the statutory sanction of this Board to the pro- 
posal of the Commissioners of Irish Lights to modify the Roche’s Point Light 
from revolving to intermittent, whether it might not be more advantageous to 
present a constant fixed white light from the upper prisms or cupola, and leave 
the other portions of the apparatus red revblving, by which the obtaining a fixed 
at the sacrifice of a revolving light might be avoided ; and in reply thereto I am 
to state that it appears to the Elder Brethren that the question of the best cha- 
racter for Roche’s Point Light has been throughout so relatively affected by the 
character of the light at DauDt’s Rock that now that the proposal of the Irish 
Commissioners affords the opportunity of revision, the best solution would be to 
use the revolving character, as being the most powerful, where it was originally 
intended, at the outer danger of the rock itself, making that (the Daunt) red 
revolving, and changing the light at Roche’s Point to white intermittent as the 
Irish Commissioners propose, and with the cutting light therefrom for the 
Daunt’s, as now, fixed, and produced in the same manner. 

Such an arrangement would apparently meet all difficulties; the red revolving 
light would be seaward, the intermittent white (15 seconds light to 5 of dark- 
ness) would be, if not quite so strong as red revolving, adequate for the position 
of Roche’s Point ; it would also be the reverse of the character of the light at 
Ballycotton, which gives a momentary flash every 10 seconds, and sufficiently 
distinctive from the fixed light at Kinsale, and its period of visibility would be 
adequate as a guide to the harbour course. 

If this be agreed on it will be necessary to delay the placing of the light vessel 
for two months in order that the arrangements may be made and fresh notices 
issued, but during the summer and with short nights this will not be of much 
consequence. 0 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



a»7. 



B 4 
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— No. 20 . — 

Board of Trade to Trinity House. 

(H. 3033 ) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

Sir, 9 May 1874. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of vour 
letter of the 6 th instant, in reply to mine of the 27th March, on the subject of 
the characteristic of Roche’s Point Light, in which you state that considering 
the above question in conjunction with that of the Daunt’s Rock Lio-ht the 
Eider Brethren of the Trinity House would recommend that instead” of the 
arrangement already decided on, the Daunt’s Rock Light should be made Red Re 
solving, and the Roche’s Point Light changed to White Intermittent 

With respect to this proposal, which, if acted on would, as observed in your 
letter, necessitate the delay of two mouths in placing the Lightship, I am to state 
that it appears to the Board of Trade to be very undesirable, and perhaps hazardous 
to depart from the arrangement respecting 'the Daunt’s Rock Lio-ht already 
notified to shipping, and to remind the Elder Brethren that vessels which have 
now left this country may expect, on their return on or after the 1 st proximo 
issued the D8W llSht Tessd m :p0Siti0n ’ iu accOTd, » lce with the notice already 

Having regard to those considerations, the Board are not prepared to approve 
of the alteration in the Daunt’s Rock Light proposed by the Elder Brethren but 
are of opinion that the arrangement as regards that light signified by the notice 
should be earned out unchanged. 

The question of the proposed modification in the Roche’s Point Light will be 
made tlie subject of a further communication. 

rpi I am, See. 

.the Secretary, Trinity House. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 21. — - 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(H. 3122 .) 



Irish Lights Office, 
Wcstrnoreland-street, Dublin, 

rr r’ r ’ ' 1 T) 9 May 1874. 

Ihe J nmty Board having transmitted to this Department copy of a letter 
addressed to them by the Board of Trade, under date the 27th March last, in 
connection with the proposed alteration in- the character of Roche’s Point Light, 
1 am directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Board of Trade, 
copy of a letter addressed this day to the Elder Brethren on the subject, 
together with a report from Mr. Sloane. 



The Assistant Secretary, 
Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Lees , Secretary. 



Enclosure in No. 21 . 

T j * i , . Irish Lights Office, Dublin, 9 May 1874. 

a Wtpr <Wi u \°i ac ^ n0 r w m lgc tbe rece ^P t of your letter of the 6th inst., enclosing copy of 
Print L^w.,K 0ard - , ;t Tratlei ." CODn setion with the proposed alteration ofRoche's 
of Irish.^ C0 f y of y° ur reply thereto, and to state that the Commissioners 



Rook T to-lit t | 11 f ut lt „ wo , ulcl be inexpedient to alter the character of the Daunt’s 
shin is nmvit fwi fr ? m fixed , to a red revolving light at present, inasmuch as the light- 
To effect T elinn nSt0Wn ^ a . d y to be placed on the 1st proximo, as extensively advertised. 

ge now would involve not only the expense of cancelling the notice already 
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given, but a serious additional cost in issuing fresh ones, as well as the postponement of 
the placing of the ship. The Commissioners would, therefore, suggest that the arrange- 
ment already publicly announced, should he carried out, and that, if it should be sub- 
sequently deemed expedient to alter its character, that such change should take place 
simultaneously with whatever change may be finally adopted for Roche’s Point. 

In reference to the suggestion in the Board of Trade’s letter that the light at Roche’s 
Point should be a constant fixed white light from the upper prisms, and the central portion 
of the apparatus should be red revolving.Iam to state that the Commissioners concur with 
the Trinity House that such an arrangement would be inexpedient, for the reasons assigned 
in the Report from their engineer, copy herewith, and they, therefore, still continue to 
prefer that the light should be white intermittent as previously suggested. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Trinity House, London. (signed) W. Lees. 



Sub-Enclosure in No. 21. 

Sir, Irish Lights Office, 9 May 1674. 

I have read copy of letter from Board of Trade of 27th of March last, transmitted in 
letter from Trinity House to the Commissioners of Irish Lights, relative to a proposed 
change in Roche’s Point Apparatus, and beg to call the Board’s attention to the suggestion 
of Board of Trade as to whether the purpose desired might not be obtained by having the 
upper prisms “ white fixed ” and the other portion “ red revolving.” 

In reply, I submit that this arrangement, mechanically speaking, is hardly feasible; it 
would involve the use of at least two lartps and other arrangements of a complicated 
nature and even if these were surmounted satisfactorily the powerful red light would blend 
with, and wholly obliterate, the white light of the cupola of upper prisms, which, at best, 
are only a weak addition to the central lenses. 

" I am, 8cc. 

The Secretary, _ (signed) John S. Sloane 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 22 . — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H qi 22 .) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

Sir 11 May 1874. 

Refekring to vour letter of the 9th instant, No. 1472, I am directed by the 
Board of Trade to transmit to yon, for the information of the Commissioners ot 
Irish Lights conv of a letter, also dated the 9th instant, which they have caused 
to be addressed to the Corporation of Trinity House on the subject of the Daunt 
Rock Light Vessel and Roche’s Point Light. 

b I am, &c. 

The Secretary, ( si g ned ) C ' Cedl ZW 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 23. — 

Board of Trade to Cork Haibour Commissioners. 



(H. 32 0 2 .) Boar( i of Trade] Harbour Department, 

Whitehall Gardeus, S.W., 

14 May 1874. 

Recurring to former 

the approaches to Cork Haib , Board of Trade to transmit to you, 

“X™ of Te Cmf Harbour Commissioners, copy of an Order in 
287. L 
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Council authorizing the levying of tolls in respect of the light vessel at n. 
Rock, from winch you will see that the Board of Trade while , * 1 ' 

with the Commissioners that the local trade should be altogether exel? T* 
been able to recommend, as suggested in your letter, that ’ coSBtem sZ, X 
less than oversea vessels. HLOrs sn oum pay 



The Secretary, 

Harbour Commissioners, Cork. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) c. Cecil Trevor. 



Enclosure in No. 23. 

At the Court at Windsor, the 12th day of May 11(74, 

Present:— The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas by the 410 th Section of “The Merchant Sliiunimr Act ar. >. , • 

‘that upon the completion of any new lighthouse fin Jlfic , ,' s , e n " actai 

and other lights exhibited for the guidance of shins! Her MV t lnol ? ded Heating 
Council, fix such dues in respect thereof, to be pai/bv the inaitoi oL™ 7 ’ r 7 ° rde ' in 
which passes ihe same, or derives benefit therefrom a. Her SSv mT ° e ™' y ‘n P 

%£&?** 10 Which the "*■»*«*’* be .ev^bfsaSKre ‘Xd 

for tl,e ^ w/ ° f -*—■« « 
Will U. 2 .' ,1 AI1 8h » whether oversea or coasters, entering Cork Harbour ■ 

N™ the,tf“' d T§ M S?e I or . deri '' e benefit therefrom. 

Act, by’ and with’ the advice™? Her'privy ' Council ’’l^DUaMd't 'h' 1 ^ « y ** " M reoited 
hibition of the said light there shall hr m,id i \ r 1 direct that, upon the ex- 

ship (other than thus! in X) Xer j SK? “ d ll S llt vessel,' for every 

entering Cork Harbour, or calling at or off Cork Harbour "’for T ““ 0,Wm ?W “ d 
orders op of landine or embarking n . lau „,, Jiirboui, foi ihe purpose of obtaining 

^ of tI,e burthen 



No. 24. — 



Board of Trade to Mr. N. IX Murphy, m.p. 

(H. 3232.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 
Sir, . . Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

ma^kbgT the° ipToiX f t^T'' laSt ’ °" of the better 

Trade to trauTmitTv^ 11° ^ n*' X 1 am d!rected b P the Board " f 
of tolls in respect of the T in.3 ^ ^ r ^ er in Council authorizing the levying 
that the Board of Trade ^Lle^'p 8 * Daunt ’ s . R “ ck > from which you will see 
letter, that coasters should ^opting the principle contended for in your 
recommend a due less in am m3 fi? SS H ia T tlle overse & trade, have been able to 
As regards the proposed alter , t . ian . suggested in your calculation, 
your letter, I am to say thafd” »' ^‘ e u R °? h ^ s Point Li S ht ' referred to in 
with the Corporation of Trinity B w 1 ° f 7v ade are m communication 
arrived at on the matter. ^ ^° USe ’ ^ ut no definite decision has yet been 

( signed) m ’ & C Cecil Trevor. 
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— No. 26. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 



(H. 3278.) 

Trinity House, London, E.C., 

” ir » 15 May 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 9th instant 
further on the subject of the character of the light at Daunt’s Rock, 
and am to acquaint you that a copy was at once sent to the Commissioners’ 
for Irish Lights, in _ conformity with the requirements of the 407th section of 
the Merchant Shipping Act. I am at the same time to forward copy of a letter 
and its enclosure, received from the Irish Commissioners, dated 9th instant, on ' 
the subject, from which it will be seen that they are willing to consider the 
change to red revolving coincidentally with the proposed alteration of the Roche’s 
Point Light, and am to state that the Elder Brethren, continuing to regard it as 
expedient, would propose its adoption at that time, and after a three months’ 
notice had been given. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 26. — 

Mr. Murphy , m.p., to Board of Trade. 

(H. 3300.) 

Sir, Cork, 6, Sydney-place, 16 May 1874. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th inst., enclosing 
copy of the Order in Council fixing the light due on over-sea and coasting 
tonnage, for maintenance of Daunt’s Rock Light, &e., &c. 

I observe with pleasure that the Board of Trade have been enabled to take 
advantage of the margin which my calculation exhibited, in assessing this due 
at something less than the basis of that calculation. 

I trust that a decision upon the subject of Roche’s Light may be speedily 
arrived at. If, as possibly may be the case, the creation of a new fixed red light 
at Daunt’s Rock may have led to some further consideration on this subject, it 
might perhaps be deemed not unadvisable if the Board of Trade and the Cor- 
poration of the Trinity House had the opportunity of ascertaining the opinion of 
the master mariners frequenting our port on the subject, in its new aspect ; and 
if this suggestion should be deemed worthy of consideration, I have no doubt 
that the Cork Harbour Commissioners would undertake to procure replies to 
such queries (if any) as the authorities might deem it requisite to lay before 
them. 

Permit me to express my sense of the prompt attention which the Board of 
Trade have given to my suggestions in this matter of the light due, and (as a 
tax was to be imposed) the satisfaction which I am assured its settlement has 
caused to the local trade. 

I am, &c. 

C. Cecil Trevor, Esq., ■ (signed) N.D. Murphy. 

• Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade, 

Whitehall. 



287. 
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— No. 27. — 



Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



(I-I. 33 oo.) 

‘Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 

Sir, 18 May 1874. 

With reference to recent correspondence between the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights and the Corporation of Trinity House on the subject of the characteristic 
of the Lights for Roche’s Point and Daunt’s Rock respectively, and more 
particularly to your letter of the 9th instant, suggesting that the arrange- 
ment in respect of Daunt’s Rock already publicly announced should be carried 
out, and that any alteration therein should be made simultaneously with the 
change finally adopted for Roche’s Point, for which station the Commissioners 
still continue to prefer a White Intermittent light ; I am to request that the 
Board of Trade may be informed whether, with the light at Roche’s Point White 
Intermittent, the Commissioners propose to suggest any change in the character 
of the light of Daunt’s Rock light-vessel, and to point out that in that case it 
will be necessary that the usual statutory application should he made to the Cor- 
poration of Trinity House. 

1 am to add that it has been suggested by Mr. Murphy, m.p., that in the event 
of further consideration of the subject, it might be advisable if the opportunity 
were taken to obtain the views of the master mariners, &c., of the port 
thereupon, and that in that case the Harbour Commissioners would probably 
undertake to procure replies to such queries as it might be considered desirable 
to make. 



I am, &rc. 

The Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 



— No. 28. — 



Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(IT. 36S4O 



Irish Lights Office, 
Westmoreland-street, Dublin, 

k ir > 2 June 1874. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of Trade, 
that a Light-vessel was placed off the Daunt’s Rock, Cork Harbour, on the 1st 
instant, and that a notice to mariners relating thereto is now in course of pre- 
paration, copies ol which, when completed, will be duly transmitted to you. 



The Assistant Secretary, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) fV. Lees, Secretary. 



— No. 29. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 



(H. 3874.) 



Irish Lights Office, 
Westmoreland-street, Dublin, 

w ® lr ’ 10 June 1874. 

With reference to previous correspondence on subject of the proposed alter- 
ation in the character of Roche’s Point Light, Cork Harbour, but more 

particularly 
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particularly to your letter of the 18th ultimo, requesting to be informed whether, 
with the light at Roche s Point, white intermittent (as recommended by this 
Board), the Commissioners propose to suggest any change in the character 
of Daunt’s Rock Light Vessel, in reply, I am to acquaint you that the 
Committee of this Board, who accompanied the Deputy Master and Committee 
of the Elder Brethren on their recent tour round Ireland, took advantage 
of the occasion to fully discuss this subject with them, and after giving it 
their most careful consideration, it was unanimously agreed that the Roche’s 
Point Lignt should be changed from red revolving to white intermittent, with 
15 seconds of light and 5 seconds of darkness, and that simultaneously with 
the carrying out of this change, the present character of the light on board 
the Daunt’s Rock Light Vessel should be changed, to a red revolving, thereby 
considerably increasing its power. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, the Commissioners are of opinion it is 
inexpedient to consult on the subject with the master mariners frequenting 
the port of Cork, as suggested by Mr. Murphy, m.p., and referred to in the 
latter paragraph of your letter of the above date, as in all probability such a 
course might only develop a diversity of opinion, and perhaps involve a 
lengthened correspondence, which there is little doubt would ultimately end in 
the re-affirming the arrangements now fixed on as the best that could be 
devised. 

» I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 30. — 



Trinity House to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4090.) 

Trinity House, London, E.C., 

Sir, 19 June 1874. 

Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of the future character 
of the lights at Roche’s Point and Daunt’s Rock, I am directed to transmit, for 
the information of the Board of Trade, copies of further correspondence which 
has passed between the Irish Commissioners and this Corporation thereon, 
from which it will be seen that the arrangement agreed upon between the Com- 
mittees of the two Boards, the details of which have been furnished to the Board 
of Trade by the Commissioners, has now received the formal sanction of the 
Elder Brethren. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) Robin Allen. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 30. 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
gj r Dublin, 13 June 1874. 

I An’directed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to forward herewith, for the informa- 
tion of the Trinity Board, cony of a letter which they have caused to be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, under date the 10th instant, having reference to the arrangements entered 
into between the Committee of the Elder Brethren, who recently visited Ireland Land the 
Committee of this Board, wlro waited on them, as to the future chotocter of Roche s 
Point Light, and that on board tire Daunt’s Rock Light Vessel, aud to request yon will 
be good enough to obtain the early statutory sanction of your Board to the carrying out of 
the changes therein alluded to. • I am &c 

. The Secretary, (signed)””’ W. Lees, Secretary. 

Trinity House, London, E.C. 



287. 



D 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



Enclosure 2, in No. 30. 

Sir, Trinity House, London, E.C., 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt, of your letter, dated iLlUnttant 4 ^ »• 
the arrangement agreed upon between a committee of the Elder Brethren^ k f 10 ° to 
visited^ Ireland, and a committee of your Board, as to the future character of th* 
Roches. Point and Daunts Rock, and am now to convey to you the formal snnr-ti gh f s , at 
Corporation to the Roche’s Point being made white intermittent with i r L 1 r' fth,B 
and five of darkness, and the Daunt's Reck red re,olv“ request L Z?L° , gbt 
I am to add, that the Elder Brethren are of opinion that it would be udviaabhfto ' 
least a four-months’ notice of these intended alterations. ae nttvisable to giva at 

The. Secretary, ( - \ am ’ 

Trial. Lights Office, Dublin. (.signed; Jtolm Allen. 



■ No. 31. 



(H. 4090.) 



Board of Trade to Trinity House. 



a. Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

w ’ e . Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 27 June 1874 

racto of R, eights t P R e T“ S c ° rres P om J eilce ‘he subject of the future cha- 
letter of the fotb - ^° C ? eS and Daunt ’ s Rock - aad especially to your 

Tra?etoconveu ^he S n ’ “• lta . “?^ure S , I am directed by the Board of 
DeDartment tithe o . ^ or P or “ tlon ol Trinity House the statutory sanction of this 
Commissioner, t l . l f n fv T 'l c,lt a g reed upon between the Corporation and the 
Wliiteln tauten/™ P« g ‘ tS ’ v , IZ ”,. , ! lat ,he Roche ' 6 Light should be 
Rock Light red revolving! 5 Se °° ndS " llght imdfive of darkness ’ and tlle Dauat ’ s 

The Secretary, , . * , aln ’ ^9; „ ~ 

Trinity House. (sl 8' ucd) 6 ’ Cml Tm - 



— No. 32. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 4090.) 

gj_ Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

With t Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 27 June 1874. 

House and the V reCe ? t c0,Tes P onden ™ between the Corporation of Trinity 
characti of tt ,° f J rkh Li S hts ™ the of the future 

the Board of TVirl°+ 8 at ^°. cIies P°j nt an 4 Daunt’s Rock, I am directed by 
that the Board h. ° aac l uaillt y ou . f°r the information of the Commissioners, 
the arranp-emeTit V& day s i» n i ded ‘° the Corporation their approval of 
sionerr vf tha K d “P° n J the Elder Brethren and the Commis- 
15 seconds’’nf h S Pomt Light should he White Intermittent, with 
Revolv°i % 6 ° f darkue8s 5 and the *> a ““’ a R «* Li « hi M 

acJentencVof r'^T t0 -T 67 the sanc, '°" of ‘be Board of Trade to the 
Sfesannlvof a of , Me » srs - W ' Wilkins & Co., amounting to 742 i. 

The tenders and j Cond order dxed ‘lioptric apparatus for Rochd’s Point. 

g8 re “" edia y0Ur letter of 31st January last, 

CommUsi^SLhts, Dahl, n. ^ ^ 
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— No. 33. — • 

Board of Trade to N. D. Murphy, Esq., m.p. 

(H. 4090.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Sir, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 27 June 1874. 

With further reference to the subject of the future character of the lights at 
Roche’s Point and Daunt’s Rock, 1 am directed by the Board of Trade to 
transmit, for your information, copy of a letter which has this day been addressed 
to the Commissioners of Irish Lights, from which it will be seen the Board have 
signified their statutory approval to a White Intermittent light, with 15 seconds 
of light and five seconds of darkness, for Roche’s Point, and a red revolving 
light for Daunt’s Rock. 

I am, &c. 

N. D. Murphy, Esq., m.p., (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

6, Sydney-place, Cork. 



- No. 34. — 



Mr. Murphy , m.p., to Board of Trade, 



(H. 4332). 



6, Sydney-place, Cork, 

Sir, 29 June 1874. - 

I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, intima- 
ting particulars of change of Roche’s and Daunt’s Rock Lights, and can have no 
doubt that it will give satisfaction to the masters of all vessels trading to or 
calling at the Port of Cork. 

I trust that the new fog bell proposed to be erected at Roche’s Point will be 
found to answer the purpose intended, but i think it proper to observe, from the 
many communications I have received from our master mariners, it would 
appear to be the general opinion that a steam roarer (now that there is a gun 
on Daunt’s Rock light ship) would be the most efficacious. 

It is but right, however, that the bell should have a fair trial. 



I am, &c. 

Assistant Secretary, (signed) N. D. Murphy- 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 



— No. 35.— 

War Office to Board of Trade. 

Sir, ^ 4365 ) War Office, 1 July 1874. 

With reference to the letter from this office of 29 th August 1873, on the subject 7\r 0 
of the proposed removal of Daunt’s Rock, Cork Harbour, I am directed^ by the. 
Secretary of State for War to acquaint you,, for the information, of the Board of of s 
Trade, that the survey of this rock has been completed. _ 

I am to observe that there are good grounds for believing that the rock may 
be taken away to the depth necessary to remove the obstacle which is now pre- 
sented to safe navigation. , , t , . . , 

Before deciding, however, on the precise mode of operation to be. adopted, or 
giving an estimate of the cost, it is desirable that some experiments should be 
made with a view of testing different modes of applying explosive agents to 
287. 6 n 2 ffe ct 
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effect the object desired. The cost of such trials will probablv not „ , 

and the Secretary of State for War desires to be informed if the R? Tc 5° l - 
wdl authorise the expenditure of funds to this extent for the purpose^ ° f Trade 

The Assistant Secretary, fsia-iiodf™’ ^ 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. g Eustace G. Cecil. 



— No. 38. — 

Board of Trade to War Office. 

(H. 436,5-) 

Sir Board Hnrbour Department, 

I AM directed by the Board of TradoVo Tcknltw'd’ 8 J “ Iy 1S ^ 
of the 1st instant, stating that before deciding on 8 1 ' ece . 1 l ,t ° f y°»r letter 

be adopted in removing Daunt’s Rod- m- r,. b ■ t ,e P 18CI . se modo of operation to 
desirable that **«*•»* 

applying explosive agents, and inquiring whether this n dlffl ; rent modes °f 

willing to authorize the necessary eipensf “ “ * h De P artla ™t would be 

r«S- ,tate t0 Hardy that 

expenditure nut exceeding 100 f. for the Dunmse“ S i le9UeS g d m your Ielter >eu 

that the requisite instructions may be issued for tf" quos 5 1011 ' ,md 1 am t0 beg 
practicable, as upon the successful removal of them 1 7 pent “, enls as s P eediI y as 
Of costly alteration, in the arx^ig meat o alc en UriT 7 * 

"?SS" S a. .„a 

thereon. y ’ CqueSt that the add >‘kmal sections may be marked 



The Under Secretary of State, 

War Office, Pall Mall/s.W. 



I have, Ac. 

(signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 37, — 

Board of Trade to Commissionefs of Irish Lights. 

(H. 4365.) 

Sir, 1 Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

Rehsmung to previous cor „ , WiitehaU p a ''dcns, S.W., 0 July 1874. 
Rock by explosion reliltlve to tlia ™«>oval of Daunt’s 

(No. Ill) of the present <Sp Q • °‘ G °’ V P a ° e 46 °f Parliamentary Paper 
Trade to transmi/herewith lssu . ed ’ 1 am di >-ected by the Board of 

Lights, a copy of a letter which l* 6 “ formatlo . n of ‘he Commissioners of Irish 
and of the reply which bv J* 33 b ? en , . re T Ved from tIle War Department, 
' Secretary of State. ’ ^ ec tton of this Board, has been addressed to the 

‘ h 1 Sh ° uId tha " removed, and the 

ment recently sanctioned would hi '* ma - y . 1 ? 0 noc essaiy that the arrange- 

Light is concerned as thZ„ h ?l e 0 bc .considered, so far as Roche’s Point 
Ballycotton, and Roche’s PointT^ ‘ben be three white lights (Kinsale Head, 
fore be advisable to pause wli P r0! P nllt y t0 each other, and it may there- 
matter. " 01e lncurnn 8' ai \v very large expenditure in the 



The Secretary, 

Commissioners of Irish Lights, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

(.signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 
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— No. 38. — 

Mr. Murphy, m.p, to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4493-) 

TT Sir ’ „ , . „ 6, Sydney-place, Cork. 8 July 1874. 

Having reference to the letter of tie 29th August 1873, from the War Office 
to the Board of Trade, touching the survey ordered to be made of Daunt’s Rock, 
and the furnishing of a report as to the best means and cost of removing it, 
I shall feel obliged by your informing me if the Board of Trade have as yet 
received any final report on the subject, and if so, whether they are in a position 
to state if any, and what, action may be taken thereon. ‘ 



The Assistant Secretary, 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade,- London, 



I am, &c. 

(signed) N. D. Murphy. 



— No. 39. — 

Commissioners of Irish Lights to Board of Trade. 

(H. 4578 .) 

Irish Lights Office, Westmoreland-street, 
Sir, Dublin, II July 1874. 

I am instructed by the Commissioners of Irish Lights to acknowledge^ the 
'receipt of your letter of the 6 th instant, transmitting copies of corres- 
pondence which has taken place between the Board of Trade and the War 
Office in reference to a proposal made by the latter Department for the removal 
of Daunt’s Rock, Cork Harbour, and suggesting that it may be necessary to 
pause and reconsider the new character of Roche’s Point Light, already 
sanctioned. 

In reply, I am 'directed to acquaint you, that the Commissioners consider it 
altogether inexpedient to postpone the arrangements already agreed upon for the 
alteration of the light at Roche’s Point from Red Revolving to White Intermittent, 
the desirability of such change having been long pressed upon this Board by the 
Cork Harbour Commissioners, and fully recognised by all parties. I am also to 
state, the apparatus for the proposed change, as sanctioned by the Board of 
Trade, is at present in progress, and the engineer on the spot, making the needful 
arrangements for its erection. 

As regards the proposal to remove the Daunt’s Rock, the Commissioners, 
having regard to the fact that its area is upwards of three acres, and to its 
exposed position, are inclined to the opinion that but few favourable 
opportunities will arise during each season for working at the danger, and that 
therefore some years may elapse before the work (if ultimately successful) can 
be completed ; and this, amongst other reasons, has induced them to arrive at 
the foregoing conclusion. 

The Commissioners are unable to perceive that there can be any danger ot 
mistaking the identity of Kinsale Head, Ballycotton, and Roches Point, inas- 
much as the first is fixed white, Ballycotton a white flash every 10 seconds, and 
Roche’s Point to he white intermittent of 15 seconds bright and five dark ; and 
therefore, if the red light off the Daunt’s Rock should ultimately be removed, 
they consider that the above arrangement should be maintained. 

1 am therefore to request that the Board of Trade will give their early con- 
firmation of the sanction to the carrying out of the arrangements already agreed 
upon. 

I am, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) W. Lees, Secretary. 

Harbour Department, Board of Trade. 
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— No. 40. — 



Board of Trade to Mr. Murphy, m.p. 

(H. 4493-) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department 
Sir. Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 13 July 1874 

In reply to your letter of the 8th instant I am directed by the Board of Trade 
to acquaint you that no final report as to the best means and probable cost of 
removing Daunt’s Rock has been received from the War Department. 

An interim report has been received, which, together with the action taken 
thereon by the Board of Trade, is included in the Return winch has this dav 
been made to the House of Commons, in compliance with tho Order made bv 
that House on the 10th instant, on your motion. . ^ 

I am, &c. 

N. D. Murphy, Esq., m.p., Cork. (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 



— No. 41. — 

Board of Trade to Commissioners of Irish Lights. 

(H. 4578.) 

Board of Trade, Harbour Department, 

_ Whitehall Gardens, S.W., July 1874. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1 1th instant, stating with reference to the contemplated removal of 
D aunt’s Rock, that the Commissioners of Irish Lights consider it altogether 
inexpedient to postpone the arrangements already agreed upon for the altera- 
tion of the light at Roche’s Point from Red Revolving to White Intermittent, and 
that they request this Board to give tlieir early confirmation of the sanction to 
the carrying out of those arrangements. 

In reply, I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of 
arish Lights, that no confirmation of the sanction in question is necessary, • 
inasmuch as the sanction has not been withdrawn ; but, I am to state, that this 
Board feel that they would have incurred a grave responsibility had they 
omitted to afford the Commissioners an opportunity of re-considering the matter 
in regard to the possibility of the Daunt’s Rock being removed. 

The responsibility of action rests with the Commissioners. 

I am, &c. 

rhe Secretary, (signed) C. Cecil Trevor. 

Commissioners of Irish Lights. 
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to the Removal or Righting of Daukt’s Rock, 
the Alteration or Improvement of Rochb's Point 
Light, and the belter Marking of the Approaches 
to Cork Harbour (in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. Ill, of the present Ses- 



( Mr, Murphy.) 
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